Sand mining in China has been massively stepped up over several decades to make the concrete and cement needed for the country's boom in urbanization infrastructure. The scale of this activity in the Yangtze River basin, for example, has destroyed crucial spawning, feeding and rearing grounds for its aquatic organisms, contributing to the demise of unique species such as the now-extinct Yangtze river dolphin (Lipotes vexillifer) 
Young scientists welcome at IPBES
The Intergovernmental SciencePolicy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) gathers and evaluates information on biodiversity and ecosystem services to help its member governments and other stakeholders formulate policies based on sound scientific evidence (see www.ipbes.net). Such global assessments call for wide-ranging input, which is why the IPBES wishes to encourage early-career scientists to join its fellows programme.
The programme offers these scientists an opportunity to learn and contribute to international science policy, working across different disciplines. Currently, 33 fellows are participating in four regional assessments (Africa, Asia and the Pacific, the Americas, Europe and Central Asia) and in one thematic assessment (land degradation and restoration).
The strong communication skills of early-career scientists and their experience in public engagement will complement and consolidate the work of senior scientists and experts in describing scientific findings and options to policymakers to ensure the most satisfactory outcome. Elsevier, 2016) . Also, the animals' scattered distribution and remote mountain habitat limit access by officials and make legislation harder to enforce.
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Conservation funding favours endangered rather than vulnerable species, so establishing the exact population of snow leopards in each of the countries in its range is crucial for conservation efforts. This calls for camera traps and genetic studies to underpin modelling estimates that might otherwise be misleading (A. Aryal et al. J. Mammal. 95, 871-881; 2014) . Achyut Aryal University of Sydney, Australia. achyut.aryal@sydney.edu.au Although the Chinese government set out a strict management plan for sand mining in the Yangtze River basin in 2012, our field investigations over two years from August 2015 indicate that operations are increasing, often illegally. Colossal vessels are mining sand outside the permitted areas and times in the Yangtze's main stem and its tributaries, and in the huge connecting lakes Poyang and Dongting.
The impact of sand mining on the river's ecology is exacerbated by many megadam developments upriver that obstruct sand replenishment downstream (B. Hu et al. Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sci. 13, 2253 -2264 2009 
